A SCHOOLBOYS CARE
the independence of the Americans—and it had repeatedly said
that it was—there was no reason for continuing the war against
France, Spain and Holland; and that the recognition of inde-
pendence might be made part of a general peace settlement
George himself favoured such a policy: in his eyes it had the
virtue of * saving the nation's face' since it avoided a direct
admission of failure to people who until recently had been his
own subjects. But Fox and his friends took a contrary view:
the recognition of independence ought to precede the settlement
of the differences with the other Powers. Before the issue was
joined Rockingham caught a chili and died on July ist. Fox was
only too certain that the King would not willingly consent to an
arrangement whereby he stepped into Rockingham's place in
the Ministry; but he hoped to get over that difficulty by using
Portland as a sort of acceptable political shadow [and according
to some accounts the Duke was such an insignificant person that he
was not fitted for anything better] while he retained in his own
hands the real substance of ministerial power. Thus when he
saw the King it was Portland's claims that Fox supported. But
he had reckoned without * the Jesuit of Berkeley Square/ whose
plans had been laid with cunning and thoroughness; and before
Fox realized what was happening Shelburne had been offered,
and had accepted, the premiership. Not unnaturally Fox was
very angry with Shelburne who had out-manoeuvred him so
easily and discreditably; and in the belief that his own retirement
from the Ministry would compel his rival to come to him cap in
hand he sent in his Seals. To Fox's amazement the ruse failed
completely: his resignation was readily accepted, and no over-
tures were made for his return. More disconcerting was the
attitude which his friends took up : only four of them—Burke,
Cavendish, Portland and Sheridan—followed birn into the political
wilderness; and the others—particularly his kinsman Richmond
—cursed him for a fool in further disrupting the Whig party.
Shelburne experienced little difficulty in filling the vacancies in
the Ministry. He himself took Rockingham's place as First Lord
of the Treasury. Thomas Robinson, Lord Grantham, was made
Secretary of State for Home Affairs; and Thomas Townshend
[later Viscount Sydney], Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
Earl Temple, the son of the King's old taskmaster, George
Grenville, had Portland's place in charge of Irish affairs; and his
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